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Antti Airola, Associate Professor, Data Science in Health
Technology, Deputy Head of Research at the Department of
Computing, University of Turku

Airola’s research focuses on privacy-preserving machine
learning and trustworthy Al for healthcare, including the
evaluation and deployment of secure medical data
applications. He has led several national and EU research
projects developing innovative Al solutions for healthcare, such
as PHASE IV Al. He has co-authored around 100 peer-reviewed
publications and has received recognition for his contributions
to machine learning research.

Nihal Yildirim, Programme Manager, Horizon Europe Health
and Digital Executive Agency (HaDEA), European Commission
Yildirim oversees Horizon Europe Health projects at HaDEA,
supporting research and innovation in digital health, health
data, and wellbeing. With more than 15 years of experience
across European institutions, including the European
Commission, ERC Executive Agency, EACEA, and HaDEA, she
has worked in programme management, governance, and
research funding, fostering high-quality EU projects and cross-
sector collaboration, and contributes to the implementation
and monitoring of the Horizon Europe Health programme.

Christina Kyriakopoulou, Policy Officer. Directorate-General
for Research and Innovation ( DG RTD), European Commission
Kyriakopoulou is a Policy Officer at the European Commission’s
Directorate-General for Research and Innovation (DG RTD),
Directorate People: Health and Society, Unit Health
Innovations and Ecosystems. With a PhD in biochemistry and a
background in molecular biology and genome analysis, she has
spent the past 20 years contributing to EU research and
innovation programmes. She contributes to the design and
development of the European Union’s framework programmes
for collaborative health research, focusing on rare diseases,
health data, in silico tools, and artificial intelligence for health.
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Geert Machtelinckx, Fujitsu Technology Solutions, Belgium
Machtelinckx is a Domain Architect at Fujitsu, specializing in
blockchain technology, self-sovereign identity, data spaces and
decentralized cloud infrastructure. He is passionate about
innovative technology and has built extensive expertise in
decentralised architectures over the past 10 years. In the
PHASE IV Al project, he leads the development of the Health
Data Hub, a dataspace governance framework, aligned with the
ambitions of the European Health Data Space (EHDS)
regulation.

David Brown, Professor, Director of the Computing and
Informatics Research Centre. Nottingham Trent University
Brown leads and contributes to Horizon Europe, British Council,
National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR), and
UKRI projects investigating the role of multimodal affect
recognition, explainable and privacy-preserving Al for
promoting inclusive education, supporting the mental and
clinical wellbeing of students with intellectual disabilities and
autism, and improving cancer outcomes for underserved
populations. He is Chair of the International Conference on
Disability, Virtual Reality and Associated Technology and serves
on editorial boards for Frontiers: Virtual Reality in Medicine and
Virtual Worlds.

Mariya Georgieva, Head of Cryptography. Tune Insight SA
Georgieva is a recognized expert in privacy-preserving
technologies with more than 15 years of experience in
academia and industry. She specializes in secure multiparty
computation, fully homomorphic encryption, and federated
learning, and is widely known as the “G” in CGGI of TFHE, one
of the fastest homomorphic encryption schemes. Before
joining Tune Insight, she led cryptography research at Inpher
and worked as an advanced cryptography expert at Thales
Group. She holds a PhD in Computer Science and contributes
to international cryptography standardization efforts through
ISO and the MPC Alliance.
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Rafael Redondo, Director of the Multimedia Technologies
Unit. Fundacié Eurecat.

Redondo is a Senior Researcher specializing in computer vision,
deep learning, and multimedia technologies. He has extensive
experience leading international research and innovation
projects in collaboration with academic and industry partners,
fostering interdisciplinary research and technology transfer. In
2024, he received the AMETIC Award for Best R&D Project for
a high-impact CIDAI initiative developed with 3Cat. He has
authored more than 30 scientific publications and supervises
MSc and PhD students at UAB and UPF.

lleana Montoya Perez, Senior Researcher, University of Turku
Montoya Perez is a researcher specializing in data analysis,
machine learning, and privacy-preserving health data
applications. Over the past five years, her work has focused on
the generation and evaluation of synthetic data from electronic
health records. Within the PHASE IV Al project, she has led the
design and development of a prototype supporting the full
synthetic data generation workflow, from preprocessing to
quality and privacy evaluation, promoting the safe and
responsible use of health data in Al research.

Peija Haaramo, Acting Head of Data Services, Findata (the
Finnish Social and Health Data Permit Authority)

Haaramo holds a PhD in Public Health Research and a Master’s
degree in Social Sciences, with over 20 years of experience as
an epidemiological researcher at the Finnish Institute for
Health and Welfare and the University of Helsinki. She leads the
Data Services unit, overseeing the development of national
metadata resources and ready-made datasets for health and
social data. She also serves as Project Manager in EU and Nordic
initiatives, including TEHDAS2 and VALO2, supporting the
implementation of the European Health Data Space (EHDS).

Jenina Soimala. Lawyer, the Finnish Institute for Health and
Welfare (THL)

Soimala is a lawyer at THL working on the legal implementation
of the European Health Data Space (EHDS), particularly the
secondary use of health data across EU, Nordic, and national
contexts. She is involved in TEHDAS2 and chairs the Nordic
ethical and legal harmonisation work in VALO2. Her
background includes the European Commission’s Legal Service
and Finland’s OECD Delegation, combining legal expertise with
extensive experience in international digital health policy.



Tuomo Pentikdinen, CEO, VEIL.AI

Pentikdinen has over 20 years of experience building and
scaling technology companies across Al, Saas, health data, and
regulated markets. At VEIL.AI, he leads the development of
anonymization and synthetic data technologies that enable the
safe use of sensitive health data for research and Al innovation.
He also contributes to European policy discussions on data
privacy, anonymization, and synthetic health data, serves on
Findata’s high-level advisory group, and holds patents related
to privacy-enhancing technologies.

Juha Pajula, Senior Scientist, Health Data Analytics, VTT
Research Centre of Finland

Pajula is a Senior Scientist at VTT specializing in health data
analytics, computing infrastructures, and the regulatory
aspects of health data use. He has extensive experience in EU,
national, and industry-funded research projects and leads
VTT’s work in the PHASE IV Al project. He also represents VTT
in the TEHDAS2 Joint Action supporting the implementation of
the European Health Data Space (EHDS). His research interests
include Al and machine learning, data visualization, secure
analytics, and efficient computing technologies.

Miikka Kallberg, Development Manager, Collaboration
Service Environments & Solutions for Sensitive Data at CSC -
IT Center for Science

Kallberg is a Development Manager at CSC — IT Center for
Science with more than 25 years of experience in IT and
research infrastructure. He collaborates with Statistics Finland
on the Fiona remote access system and with Findata on the
Kapseli secure processing environment. He also co-leads
architecture design for the EOSC-ENTRUST Trusted Research
Environments and contributes to EHDS working groups,
focusing on secure data processing and cross-border health
data exchange in Europe.



Ibrahim Sabra, Research Associate, the University of Vienna
Sabra is a legal researcher at the University of Vienna's
Department of Innovation and Digitalisation in Law,
specialicing in Al governance, privacy, and platform regulation.
His work focuses on the practical application of EU digital
legislation, including compliance and fundamental rights
assessments under the GDPR, Digital Services Act (DSA), and Al
Act. He also engages in policy and consultancy work on internet
freedom, digital rights, and responsible Al governance.

Arho Virkki, Director of Analytics, Wellbeing Services County
of Southwest Finland (Varha)

Virkki is Chief Analytics Officer at Varha and an Associate
Professor at the University of Turku. His research interests
include statistical disclosure control, data mining, and
mathematical modelling for decision support. At Varha, he
focuses on enabling the secure use of high-quality
pseudonymized and anonymized patient data to support
research and the development of data-driven approaches for
precision medicine.
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